
The celebrated author William Trevor had an earlier career as a famous woodcarver.  He was born William 

Trevor Cox in 1928 in Mitchelstown, County Cork, Ireland.  He developed an interest in woodcarving at school 

but never received any formal training in the art.  He went to Trinity College, Dublin in 1946 to study medicine 

but changed to the History course after the first day of lectures!  He continued with wood sculpture as a hobby 

and had works on show at several exhibitions whilst still at college.  He graduated with a BA in History in 

1950.  His first job was as a private tutor which allowed him time to pursue his hobby of wood carving and 

continue to exhibit his work.  Many of his works were on religious themes, especially 3 works presented at the 

1950 Living Art Exhibition in Dublin.  Recognition and “a considerable professional boost” came in 1953 

when he shared first prize in the Irish section of the International Political Prisoner competition for his 

expressionist wooden sculpture.  He was awarded a further prize for this piece at the subsequent exhibition at 

the Tate Gallery. 

 

Also in 1953 he moved to Bilton Grange school in Dunchurch where he taught art and continued to sculpt.  In 

1956, whilst living in Braunston, he was commissioned to carry out several wooden sculptures For All Saints’ 

church including the wooden lectern panels of the 4 evangelists shown below.  He based these figures on those 

depicted in the Book of Kells. 
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Trevor Cox also produced the two relief panels for St. Giles Chapel (in the north aisle) 

of “Church as the Bride of Christ”.  These are shown below. 



In addition, for this side chapel he also created the wooden cross, candlesticks and vases all 

based on a Celtic theme, as shown below. 

 

 

 

Leaving Bilton Grange School in 1956 he moved to Taunton and became a visiting teacher at several 

schools.  He continued with his wood sculpture, holding exhibitions in Dublin in 1956, Bath in 1958 and in 

Liverpool in 1959.  During this time he carried out commissions for churches in Ashbrittle and Greenham 

near Wellington.  However, his sculptures became more and more abstract, his interest waned and he 

stopped wood carving completely in 1960. 

 

Following this he took a job in advertising and began writing in his spare time.  When his novel, “The Old 

Boys”, won the Howarden prize in 1965, published under the name William Trevor, he left his position in 

advertising and took up writing full time.  His first book was adapted for TV and then for the stage. 

 

In the early 1970’s Trevor enjoyed enormous success in theatre and television with three plays performed 

on the London stage and three dramas produced for television.  In 1976 Trevor received the Royal Society 

for Literature Award, the Whitbread Award, the Allied Irish Bank Award and the following year an Order 

of the British Empire. 

 

He also became a master of the short story with “Beyond the Pale and other short stories” a notable success.  

As recently as 1991 his book “My House in Umbria” was named by the New York Times as one of the best 

books of the year. 
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